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Dunn Energy
Cooperative

Please Don’t Post 
on Power Poles
Attaching signs or any other object to utility poles without the electric utility’s 
consent is against the law and can be very dangerous for our linemen. Signs 
and other illegal attachments to power poles make the poles extremely 
hazardous – and sometimes impossible – for line workers to climb and make 
repairs. It only takes a nail partially driven into a pole to cause serious injury 
to a line worker. 

In addition to signs, we’ve seen dusk-to-dawn lights, bird feeders, bird houses, 
basketball hoops, fl ags, cameras, and deer stands to name a few. It is often 
impractical and costly to send a lineman to remove these attachments. If they 
are on the job and there is an attachment to the pole, they will remove the attachment before climbing the pole.

Dunn Energy Cooperative is asking you to please refrain from placing signs or other structures on power poles.

DEC line crews climb utility poles at all hours of the day and night, in the worst conditions. It’s a diffi cult 
enough job, even under the best of circumstances. Signs, posters and other illegal attachments can make 
the job even harder for our linemen. Sharp objects like nails, tacks, staples or barbed wire can catch a boot, 
causing the climber to fall and become seriously injured. 

Nails can also puncture rubber gloves and other safety equipment, making linemen vulnerable to electrocution. 
Even if you take the sign down, the nails often 
remain in the pole long after.

In addition, nail holes allow moisture to enter 
wooden poles, causing premature decay and 

the expense of early 
replacement.  

Please be respectful of 
cooperative equipment 
and property and 
considerate of the 
linemen who have work 
on the poles. Dunn 
Energy encourages co-
op members to contact 
local zoning offi cers to 
inquire about where 
signage can be posted 
legally. 
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June 2024

Monthly Reports:
The Operations report included an 
update on contractors and projects. 
The project along County Road H 
is finished and the new substation 
project, to be done by Dairyland 
Power Cooperative, is scheduled 

to begin soon. The brushing contractor, Zielie’s, has 
completed work on the Wheeler substation and is moving 
to the Colfax area. 

The Member & Employee Engagement report included 
an update on the Annual meeting. Ballots are coming 
in and plans for the event are set. The new bill redesign 
is complete and was shown to the board. Other updates 
included youth scholarship presentations, Operation 
Round Up, donation activity, and a reminder for the Rotary 
Feeds event at the Cooperative in May. 

The CFO discussed March sales, which were 5.32% below 
budget due to the warm weather. The annual capital credit 
allocation and retirement were presented for approval. 
The retirement of capital credits will be done in October 
of this year at a rate of 4%.

The CEO/General Manager had various updates for open 
session, including notice that the GRIP grant for a new tie 
line has been completed and submitted to the Department 

of Energy by NRECA. Discussion was also had on line 
loss and idle services. Also discussed were changes to 
the service upgrade, new service, and renewable energy 
policies, including updating the fees charged. 

The following items were approved:
• Minutes of the March2024 Board meeting.
• Capital credit estate payout for deceased members.
• Audit committee report of all checks, ACH 

payments, wire transfers, credit card statements, 
and investments accounts. 

• A placeholder for the 2025-26 budget for ordering 
trucks.

• Capital Credit allocation and retirements.
• Dairyland Power Director appointment
• Changes to several policies regarding construction 

of services.
• Creation of a new large power rate.

Other Business:
Director Zwiefelhofer reported on Dairyland Power 
activities for the month.
Reviewed the monthly report of new Cooperative members.
Reviewal of the monthly educational piece was replaced 
with a report from departing Director Zwiefelhofer.

MEETING 

SUMMARY

FROM THE BOARD ROOM
April 2024 Board Meeting Highlights

$137.00

Member Name JON FISHER
JOLENE FISHER

Bill Date: 04/30/2024
Account Number: 5892003

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00-4:30
Phone: (715) 232-6240 or (800) 924-0630
Website: www.dunnenergy.com BUDGET

AMOUNT DUE

DO NOT PAY
Bank Account will be
drafted on 05/20/24
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Your Energy Snapshot
Learn more at www.dunnenergy.com or download the SmartHub app
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Your Daily Energy Breakdown
 

This month's daily energy use and average temperature
compared to last month and this month last year.
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Dunn Energy Cooperative
PO Box 220
Menomonie, WI 54751-0220

1

530490005892003000013700000013906042620246

Account Number: 1111111
Current Amount Due: $137.00
Paid By Bank Draft on 05/20/2024 - DO NOT PAY

Change mailing address or phone number on reverse.
Contact information on file:
Home: (715) 111-1111
Mobile: None on file
Email: None on file

***BUDGET RECALCULATION***
Effective next month your new budget amount will be $108.00.
____________________________________________________________

Ballots and other Annual Meeting information have been mailed. We hope to
see you on Thursday, May 16!

Late payments: Subject to 1.5% finance charge
Billing details on reverse side

SEND
KEEP

                                  4 1059

WILLIE WIREDHAND
1234 MAIN ST
MENOMONIE WI 54751-1234
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How Do We Contact You?
notifications at. If it is not the correct number, you can 
make the correction on the stub and just mail it with your 
monthly statement. Otherwise, you can always call the 
office at 715-232-6240 to notify us of the change.

Every now and again we have to take some electrical 
services out of power to do maintenance or repairs on 
our system. When we do this, we send out an automated 
call informing members of the planned outage so they 
can plan accordingly. We don’t want you to just get 
started on a birthday cake or loaf of bread and have 
the power go out! 
Every time we do these calls, we have a handful of 
phone numbers that bounce back as disconnected, 
changed, or it’s for the wrong person altogether. 
We list your phone number(s) that we have on file 
on the bottom third of your electric bill. Please 
take a moment to verify that the number we have 
on file is the best number for you to get important 



    

Always look up and look out for overhead 
power lines. If you or an object you are touching 
contacts or gets too close to a power line, you 
could be seriously injured or killed.

Regardless of the task, always keep a 10-foot 
minimum clearance between you or an object 
you are holding and an overhead line, including 
the drop-down service line. 

Power lines are buried and run underground as 
well. Always call 8-1-1 or visit call811.com 
before digging to get underground utilities 
marked.

OVERHEAD AND UNDERGROUND POWER LINES
ALWAYS STEER CLEAR OF

• Home maintenance: Examples include 
cleaning gutters, being on the roof or 
using extended tools to wash 
windows or skim a pool.

• Yard work: Examples include trimming 
trees, carrying ladders and digging.

• Transporting tall objects: Ladders are 
not the only extended objects people 
use outdoors. Be careful any time you 
move a tall object or tool.

• Contracted and DIY projects: If you 
are planning any project that requires 
digging, ensure underground utilities 
are marked.

Look up and look out for overhead power 
lines and think about what is below them. 
Contact can happen in an instant.

If there is a damaged/downed power line 
or padmount transformer (green box), do 
not go within 50 feet of it.

BE MINDFUL OF POWER LINES 
WHEN COMPLETING THESE TASKS: 


